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Applicants submit herewith patents, publications, and other information of which they are 
aware, which they believe may be material, as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b), to the examination 
of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.56(a). While the information referred to in this Information Disclosure Statement may 
be material pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is 
not intended to, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(h), constitute an admission that any patent, 
publication or other information referred to is, or is considered to be, material to the patentability 
of this invention. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information exists. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of some or all of the items listed on the attached 
PTO-1449 (modified) is as follows: 

Listed reference DE 198 12 879 Al is in the German language. Canadian publication 
No. 2 325 489 is an English language family member of DE 198 12 879 Al, and is believed to 
have substantially similar content as DE 198 12 879 Al. 
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Listed references DE 199 35 219 Al and WO01/07020 are in the German language. U.S. 
Patent No. 6,362,210 Bl is an English language family member of DE 199 35 219 Al and 
WO01/07020, and is believed to have substantially similar content as DE 199 35 219 Al and 
WO01/07020. 

Listed reference JP 1 1-60573, Masayuki et al., is in the Japanese language. An English 
language abstract of JP 1 1-60573 is provided herewith. 

Listed reference JP 53-47439, Shizuo et al., is in the Japanese language. An English 
language abstract of JP 53-47439 is provided herewith. 

Listed reference JP 6-49062, Katsutoshi et al., is in the Japanese language. An English 
language abstract of JP 6-49062 is provided herewith. 

Listed reference Kreutzberger et al. is in the German language. An English language 
abstract of Kreutzberger et ah is provided herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed within the period set forth in §1. 97(b) 
because it accompanies the new patent application submitted herewith, is filed within three 
months of the filing date of a national application or within three months of the date of entry of 
the national stage as set forth in §1 .491 in an international application, or is believed to be filed 
before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. 
However, in the event that the first office action has been mailed, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p) or any additional fees required by this 
paper or credit any overpayment to Account No. 18-1982. 
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Attorney for Applicant 
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Route #202-206 / P.O. Box 6800 

Bridgewater, NJ 08807-0800 
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Telefax (908)231-2626 
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